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ARTHUR CECIL HARRISON

THIS issue of PISCATOR is noteworthy because it is the hundredth number. Even more
memorable is the fact that it is the hundredth issue produced by that remarkable
person Arthur Cecil Harrison, who has guided the destinies of this Society since its
beginning in 1931, as secretary, editor of PISCATOR, and general mentor to the members
of the society. There can be few fishing societies, or indeed any kind of societies that
have had one secretary and editor for forty-six years. “A.C.”" is probably the only sur-
viving founding member of the Cape Piscatorial Society. This hundredth issue provides
an opportunity to pay homage to him and to express our gratitude to him.

In my book, Tales of a Trout-Fishing Duffer, which is dedicated to * “A.C.”, 1
also paid tribute to him, but here I would like to go further, and look back on his life.
There can be few members of the society who are not personally indebted to him as
I am. When I started trout-fishing over twenty years ago, it was “A.C.” who told me
where to go, what to do, and how to do it. He was endlessly patient, always interested.
;pd unfailingly helpful. My one regret is that I never had the privilege of fishing with

im.

“A.C.” was born in Crouch End in London, in 1890. He says he started fishing
f‘as soon as they would let me”, which was at the age of about eight. Like John Ridd
in Lorna Doone, his first fish were roach and later bream, caught in ponds at Highgate
and Hampstead, and Welsh Harp, Hendon, As a small boy too he did some sea fishing
from boats and piers. Since then he has done a good deal of sea fishing both in England
and the Cape. In fact, the largest fish he ever caught was a 70,76 kilo shark in Smits-
winkel Bay. It was only in 1919 after World War I that he started trout-fishing and
that was at the Eerste River in the Cape.

Few people have had as wide experience as “A.C.” In England he has fished in
the Norfolk Broads and Dorset; in Wales in the Dee and Conway and the Teifi; in
Perthshire in tributaries of the Tay, Isla and the Water of Dean. His South African
experience is very wide indeed. He has fished all the streams in the Western Cape; in
the Eastern Province he has fished the Kingwilliams Town reservoirs, and at Maclear,
Ugie, Mount Fitcher; in the East Griqualand area at Matabele, Cedarville, Kokstad
and Bizana. In Natal he has fished most of the rivers in the Mooi River, Himeville and
Underberg areas, and in Lesotho, the Tsoclike River. Even saying this, I have left out
still-waters like Groenvlei and the trout dams of the Cape and Natal. It is indeed
unlikely that there is any other angler who has such a wide knowledge of South African

fresh waters.

1 once asked him which was his favourite Western Province river, and he told me
it was the Dwars at Groot Drakenstein. He fished it regularly for years and came to
know it intimately. “The lure of the river,” he said, “was the large brown trout in
certain deep, narrow runs, and open pools,” although rainbows were plentiful. It was,
however, in the Junction Pool of the Berg River that he caught his largest trout, a
brownie of 6 1b. (2,72 kg.) on January 18, 1930. (Piscator No. 31, p. 87.)

“A.C.” believes that “the fly does not much matter in this country as long as the
angler has faith in it”. His own favourite is the Invicta which be has tied with his own
variations in sizes 10 and 12 (old scale), and which he has used everywhere in South
Africa, including wingless Invicta nymphs. For dry-fly he has always used Ginger or

Red Quill.
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