ROUT FISHING
IN NATAL

CHAPTER XVI

is a shallow as well as a dismal scheme of life
which ignores or undervalues the importance of
recreation. In these days when Colonial business
life is becoming more engrossing and the pursuit
of what is called pleasure more laborious. it is
movre than ever desirable to find oceasional change
of secene and occupation which shall be really
refreshing ; which shall at once recruit the energies
of the body and give free play to faculties and
feelings which are shelved during the daily routine
of working hours. Mere locomotion is not enough :
our thoughts must be turned into new and pleasant
channels, and we must seek places suited to new
phases of agreeable activity.

It is of course true that what is recreation
to one man might be weariness to another of
different tastes and habits, who feels the strain of
overwork in different functions of body or mind.
A well-earned holiday may be employed in T[ifty
different ways, each having its own fitness. But
in comparing various recreations we may fairly
‘give the palm to that which suits the greatest number of cases: that in which a large
proportion of intelligent men find healthful bodily exercise. combined with light yet interesting
occupation for the mind.
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Perhaps none satisfies these conditions more completely than angling. In its most
refined form. fly-fishing rises to the dignity of an elegant and ingenious art. combining in a
singular degree the active and the contemplative. the practical and the scientific element.

NATAL—THE ANGLERS' PARADISE.—Just as Durban has been steadily growing
in favour as a seaside and holiday resort with the visitors from the inland provinces, so the
rivers in the midlands of Natal have become increasingly popular with anglers hailing
from the Transvaal and Orange Free State. and indeed from all parts of South Africa.

“One of the saddest moments when packing up to move to this land,” writes an
Army Officer. in the South African Field. '*was when 1 came to my fishing rods, and
surmised that they would. probably for years. hang idly on their nails: but reality has proved
far different. and 1 can now say without exaggeration that the man without well preserved
water on his own land has out here a better chance of sport than he has in Great Britain.”

" Tidlers' Streteh,” Mool River

As most anglers know. trout have now been acclimatised in South Africa, and several
rivers have been stocked for from five to ten years; the fry grow about an inch a month—at
any rate in their first two years—so most of the Natal rivers are now at their best, and in
all probability will continue to afford excellent sport.

THE TROUT SEASON COMES ROUND.—The bursting of the spring time sun
which warms to life the tender off-spring of the kingdom ol flora is also the time when the
sportsman, angler and tourist and seeker after health and pleasure are on the alert to
determine when and where to spend a brief holiday season.

To quite a large number of South Africans the early summer months are anticipated
as one of the bright spots in the year, when for a brief space the cares of business may be
cast aside and life given up to enjoyment.
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The daily improvements and increased facilities of modern travel. the easy accessibility
of places which formerly were considered out of the way, render it constantly more difficult
to determine which resort to seleet for holiday and sport. but notwithstanding the attractions
of other districts. Natal will more than ever command the attention -of the angler not only
on the score of the excellent sport which her rivers afford. but for the historic interest of
the territories through which these rivers flow. the delightful climate which prevails in the
midlands of Natal during the fishing season and the conveniences of travel and hotel
accommodation which are now available for the follower of lzaak Walton.

FISHING DISTRICTS.—Elsewhere will be found tabulated information as to the
facilities available for the tourist and fisherman. but doubtless a little more detail in regard
to the different Trout fishing centres may be helpful to anglers residing outside Natal.

Moo! River—The Upper Reaches

BUSHMAN'S RIVER.—This river was stocked in 1890. and in its higher reaches
excellent sport may be obtained. but owing to counter attractions of the Big and Little Mooi
Rivers it has not been fished so muech as in previous years. although those who have visited
the stream have had every ecause for satisfaction: for if the fish run somewhat smaller. they
are numerous and large enough to afford good sport to those who take the trouble to make
the journey to this stream. Trout weighing up to 4 lbs. are found in this river. The river
and its environment are well worth a visit apart from the attractions for the angler. and the
lover of nature will be well repaid for a visit. the country being at all times beautiful beyond
expression,

In order to get to that part of the river which is available to visitors. namely, that
seetion which runs through Crown Native Trust Lands, it is necessary to ride or drive from
Esteourt station about 20 miles, the distance being about 25 miles from Mooi River station.

A stretech of water in extent about ten miles is under the control of the Natal
Anglers’ Association. Permits to fish and all necessary information as to facilities, ete,, ean
be obtained from the local Secretary to the Association.
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“Giant's Pool," Mcoi River

MOOI RIVER AT ROSETTA.—Rosetta station is situated about four miles by rail
to the north of Nottingham Road. A more secluded and prettier spot than the country
surrounding Rosetta Hotel would be hard to find. even in the "Garden Province.” The
accommodation is excellent and the scenery leaves little to be desired. An ardent Transvaal
angler recently (April. 1009) contributed to the South African Field a brief account of a
visit to the Mooi River at Rosetta. which by the courtesy of that journal is quoted.

“You leave Park station at 8 p.m.. and arrive at Rosetta at about 2 p.m. the
foliowing day. the hotel being a stone's throw from the station. The proprietor will arrange
for your fishing rights over a distance of some ten miles or more of the river. which runs
within a eouple of hundred yards of the hotel. and for which rights no charge whatever s
made.

" Saddle horses or a trap and horses may be hired at very reasonable rates. and the
services of a Zulu or two are procurable for next to nothing.

* The climate here during the fishing season is perfect. the altitude being about +.800
feet above sea level. The river, as its name implies, is beautiful. and is besides. a typical
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trout strenm. 1t flows in o elenr stremwn over o rocky bottom, the average wodtn beng aboon
30 yivrds, One ol ats hest renches s sitaated aboot thees hoandeed  yporeds Teane the botel,
This rench i+ about (two hundread  yaeds longs, and this senson prodoced a0 Tonre and o balf
pound bhrown trout and o hogie number ol brown sood o Tew roonhow eangong: Teom bl e
three and o hall pounds,

“The banks ol the rver, and vnpeesdly  weliere thae rapedss o Lalle, o e
practicndly Tree Teom seruab and roshes, and the angler b i contegquence an Geonle 1
vither easting or landing,  About two noles ap steewon Teome Rosetiie Hotel vl peopee ool
that most hospitable and  genial ol Natal farovers. Mo Wallion Hervwood . v, i
Permission to lish on this propermy. which embraces about four ooles of mvers wnl non e
relused Lo any good sportsman.  Here will be Tound a namber of particu'arly  pgood  pesehie
the drift at the homestead being exceptionally good.  From these renches o mnber of teont,
averaging about three pounds. were tiuken this season. A plensant reeollection of 1the teon
taken from this part of the river is their exceedingly dood [lavour, duc, ol conrae, o the
nature and condition of the lood supply.

" What to my mind is. however, the best rench of the river. and where the bagest fish
are to be found, is at a spot known as the Falls, a distance of aboub ten rmiles up-sireean
from Rosetta Hotel. Here. in beautiful seenery. the crystal water falls Trom o heghn o
about forty feet into a large. seething and fomwm-bespattered pool. the water running off o«
stteeession of splendid rapids.

* About five hundred yards from the Falls. and above them. is the homestead of M,
Downie. a farmer and expert fisherman. who will put anglers up at a very reasonable charge.
In a long rapid immediately below the homestead. Mr. Downie this seazon killed a magnificent
6-1b. brown trout. one of the largest killed in these parts. The favourite feeding ground about
here. however. appears to be the pool immediately below the falls and the rapids helow them.
The best way to reach this spot from Rosetta is to hire a pony and proceed by road. A ride
of an hour and a half will take you to Mr. Downie's homestead. The pleasure derived from
a ride over those magnificent Natal hills is in itself worth the money.

“The progress of the trout down stream seems remarkably slow. From the evidence
of local residents. the fish seem to have taken some eighteen months to two years to reach
Rosetta from the spot where they were first put in. This may perhaps be due to the fact
that most of the trout appear to be the brown. and these. | believe. although I am open to
correction. do not readily seek pastures new.

" From Rosetta Lo within a mile or so of the Falls the trout will look at nothing larger
than a No. 14, At the Falls and above them they seem to prefer a No. 9 or 10. March
Brown. Zulu and May appear to be the favourite flies, at all events during March. In the
dusk the White Moth is quite useful.”

MOOI RIVER—NOTTINGHAM ROAD.—This river was stocked by Government in
1899. and on its upper reaches is undoubtedly the finest trout stream in Natal and one of the
best in South Africa.

One great charm about this river is the absence of the great beds of reeds that
fringe most South African streams. The fish are large and plentiful. The part of the river
from which the best sport may be obtained starts from the falls. which effectively bar the
passage of the scale fish or " Secaleys.” and right up from there to its source. a stretch of
something like 40 miles. the river teems with trout.

In March of last year three well-known anglers from the Transvaal visited these waters
and the following report taken from the South African Field speaks eloquently of the success
of their visit to this Angler's Paradise.

The party had capital sport during their three weeks trip. catching no fewer than 563
trout. some of which scaled 3% Ibs. To those amongst our readers who-have experienced the
delights of trout-fishing in the Old Country, the cateh will come as a revelation as to
possibilities of the sport in South Africa.
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The Mooi River affords soue of Che Dest Dsbing o Soathe Alviea o the present Looe
The partienlar vench which was Hshed by the paty mentioned ahove v sone: thivee novire,

drive Trom the Notomgham Rowd THotel

Number ol fish oand weights: Satoedoy, G0 Loy Ootgne TY ey Manday 172
(From 1) M) s Puesday 10 (Feome 2 1ha s Wednesday s b o 2 e Phesdiy 210k The o
Friday., 8 (28 b toral, 68,

Satueday. by Sundiy. T 23 Thess downo, Mondday, 852 02] Hegoderane o Toeeada g b nid D,
down); Waednesday, 12 (157 Iha, to 3 o Thoesdays 0 2] s e oy 1120 T des i
total, 74.

Saturday. 19 (41 1hs., 23-1bs., 2
20 (28-1bs., 2 Ibs, downl; Tuesday, 10 (13-1bs. to 3-1b. dowm ;. Woednesdiy o 14 oL} Theo den
Thursday, 10 (1]-Ibs. down): total. 79, Grand 1otal. 225,

Flbs, downt s Sundiey. 6 01 Y T, onthes 1l idanebay

The IMies used here with most cuceess nclude Mavelr Brown, Zulo, Weoodone aned
Yellow. Hures Ear. Blue Uprmght. Red Spinner. Butcher, and Brown Killee T 12 Lo

The Mooi River is considered the most easily fished viver an Matall booving low Lok
while as already stated the abscnce of obsiacles in the shape ol vecds aned rpoes feae,
nothing to be desired as regards casting.  Over and above the fishing. the scenery s
magnificent. for the Kamberg and other mountains are in the immedinie foveground wih 1
noble *Giant's Castle™ peaks always i view and within one day’s riding distance, The
district is one of the healthiest in Natal. being 5.000 teet above sca level

There are several Bushmen's ecaves adjacent to the river. the painuings inowineh o
in a line state of preservation.

For the convenience of visitors and anglers. Mr. H. L. Singleton. ot Nottinghaimn
Road Hotel. has erected a bungalow at the river side. Here accommodation. cuatering. and
attendanece on similar lines to that of a good hotel can be obtained. Terms are 15 - per day.
which include rod. with special terms to sportsmen staying over a week.

It can be so arranged that each fishing party of three or more shall have a stretch
allowed to themselves.

No artificial bait is allowed. except on certain portions of the river. which sections
will be marked out with sign-posts bearing the letter " M.”

No coloured people are allowed to fish.

Sportsmen are requested to pul back into the river any fish caught whose lergth
does not exceed 10 inches.

Conveyance to the Bungalow from Nottingham Road (about 24 hours drivel can be
arranged at the hotel, charges being: Seat in trap 15-: same charge being made on
returning : if more than one rod a charge of 10/6 each person. or use of saddle horse 106:
same charge on returning.

Fishers desirous of having the use of ponies whilst fishing ean do so at the rate of
5/- per day. Also Gillies (natives) at 2,- per day.

A supply of suitable fishing tackle can always be obtained at the Bungalow.

All trains from the Transvaal and Orange Free State stop at Nottingham Road
station by intimation from the passengers. and the Corridor trains stop at that station from
Octlober to March (inclusive) to pick up and set down Durban and Maritzburg passengers.

UMGEN! RIVER—DARGLE.—The Umgeni River was stocked in 1890. The trout in
this river have increased so rapidly that there is scarcely sufficient food for them. For some
years excellent sport has been obtained and the fish have averaged from } to 3-lbs.. though
a considerable percentage are much heavier, There are about six miles of fishing available
on one bank and three on the other.

The river is about nine miles from Dargle station. but conveyances are available and
may be obtained at the Dargle Hotel as per following scale of charges:—
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o AT L . ! ARG VIO L, Coanvesgareey mect Legny,
g . by apporntonent anly Vaealf ;B0 e iy £H 104
per month,

The hotel de  distant e anle Feom L
Umgeni River, in which splendid crout fiohing s
Lo he hod,
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the hotel at the following prices

Per single fare 5
Two or more farcs 26 cieh faee
The above charges arc for conveying anglers

to the river and back in the evening

Native boys to carry lunch haskets, cte | are

supplied at the rate of 1.6 a day

Particulars s to fishing licenses may  he
obtained from the proprietor of the Dargle Hotel,
No tackle is stocked. but all orders may be
placed with the proprietor. who will have them
promptly executed.

CLOSE SEASON.—The period bhetween the
" The Gorge™ Ist May and the 3lst dJuly in each year has
been proclaimed to be a close season for trout fishing in the Bushman’'s River or in any
tributary thereof. and the period between Ist May and the 31st August in each year to be a
close season for trout fishing in the Umgeni and Mooi Rivers or any of their tributaries.

THE FLY.—For the Natal rivers the best size of hook is No. 12 and the flies used
with most success are March Brown. male and female. Zulu. Woodcock and Yellow. Hares
Ear. Blue Upright. Red Spinner. Butcher and Brown Killer.

NATAL ANGLERS' ASSOCIATION.—The Natal Anglers’ Association was formed in
the year 1901, a time when trout fishing was practically unknown in the province. and it
may be claimed for the Association that. during the past nine years. it has been the means
of disseminating information which has resulted in the provision of excellent sport for
residents of the province. as well as giving trout fishers from other parts of South Africa
and the Homeland an opportunity of enjoying their favourite pastime.

WHAT HAS BEEN DONE IN NATAL FOR THE FLY-FISHERMAN.—It will be
interesting to South African anglers to learn the dates on which certain of the Natal rivers
have been stocked with trout.

1899.
STREAMS STOCKED WITH TROUT FROM HATCHERY AT TETWORTH.
Brown Trout

Lower Umgeni. below junction with Karkloof .. 000
One caught the following season.

Karkloof and Yarrow .o 497
One of these grew Lo be 14 inches long.

Lion’s River (Lidgetton)... ... B00

One eaught nine inches long next year,
Little Bushman's River

No report.

C. B. Lloyd—pond ... 100
Mooi River—Game Pass... ... 400

These are the parent fish of the trout in the river at the present time. It
has been said that the Mooi River is the best trout stream in South
Africa. It is estimated that the value of the fishing to the district is
not less than £300 per annum at the present time.

Tetworth 50

These seem to have diven place to the rainbow trout.

2A
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1900.

BrowN TrROUT RECEIVED FROM CAPE PROVINCE. APPLIED FOR BY
J. H. MorTON, Esg. FrRY DISTRIBUTED.

J. J. Morton, Karkloof ... 1,000
G. McKenzie. tributary Umgeni ... .. 200
J. Trotter. Yarrow ... b0O
A. S. Parkinson, Shafton ... 250
Tetworth . ... 250
W. Trafford. Little Mool River ... ... 200
Covernment Ponds 50

Out of this lot only those taken te Little Mooi River did any good. One
caught n 1908 weighed 6-lbs.  Tlis year 11909), one weighing T-1hs.
Sroxs. was landed.

1901, Rainbow
Trout.
Umvoti River. near 1ts source 700
Mone of these cver seen ngain,
Umsindusi. Edendale ... ... 400
Secn the following season,
Ipolela 530
Reported doing well for two years, then they disappenred,
Tetworth . 40

One of these trout was killed on March 10th, 1803, 16) inches long, girth
9 in,, weight I-lb. 12-02. The progeny of this fish are to be found Iin
the stream at the present time. They breed freely, but none are cver
found below Tetworth in the Karkloof.

1902.
Raingow TrouT FrROM CAPE PROVINCE.

Camperdown Reservoir... ... 1,000
None of these were ever seen again,

Eland River, Boston ... ... 500
Mone of these were ever seen agiin.

Ladysmith Reservoir ... -
None of these were ever seen aguin,

Mooi River. Hlatikulu Branch . 350

One of these was eaught. weight 2-1bs., and returned to the river. Reported
by Mr, Bussell to be in the river in 1907,

1903.
During the year no streams were stocked., First attempt made to rear Natal bred ova.
1904,
RainBow TrouT FROM CAPETOWN,
Stocked Umkomaas above Impendhle ... 500
Insinga, tributary to Umkomaas ... .. 250
Tugela. at Bergville ... 300
Lembonjwa ... - . 250
M 'Weni e 250
Ineandu and Ingogo ... 900
Ixopo e 250
Illovo ... 200
Little Umkomaas ... 200
I Shelter Spruit., Howick ... 65
IHutehinson. Balgowan ... ... 200
Lower Umgeni. 10 miles below Howiek o200
Umlaas. above Nel's Rust ... 200
'Tributary, Impolweni ... s 102
'G. Simon's dam. Karkloof 50
y Lower Umvoti, Kearsney ... B55
tiP. D. Simmon's dam ... . 175
yYarrow 50
tUmgeni. three miles above Howick SR

I These did well, | Tetworth Ova,
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1905,
Uabataeey . Laon's River, Newsteul 240
Dundee Roservone v
Fhiese gresy b bee o Dsley Foped ane 1907
Sunday's River - LA
MNo ol
Wilge Iver, near Haremsonth, OF05, . B30
Lower Umkomans (Major Silhorn) e Ol
Mot ol these dusl an journey
1. Mackenzie, Lower Umgeni . 208
Do b, Fishe e,
Elands River, Inewadi Station . ceoPOn
Mo report,
Fittle Tugeln, Gourton Bridge ... e tHrow SR
U heae did waell, Above, all Tetwoh ov
1906.

Flood. Stock ponds 18 inches under water.  All the Rainbow troul escaped,
Brown Teout.

Stocked Umsindusi. Taylor's station wi 160

These did well.
inkonka. Dronk Vlei ... 160

No report.

1907.
Care Ova.
Brown Trout.

I'Yarrow .. 200 Ipolela (Richmond) ... 400
fNewstead ... o 102 I Larana ... 200
Umvoti (Blackwatar) ... 600 Ineandu ... 420
J. d. Morton . 100 Ingogo ... 620
Pivaan ... ... 100 Kearsney . 410
Dundee Reservoir ... we 240 Umlaas Reservoir ... ... 400
Tugela. Lembonjwa ... 250 Umsindusi ... ... 450
M weni ... 250 Impolweni ... ... 150
Little Tugela. Winterton... 190 Rooi Spruit ... ... 100

| These did well.

NoTeEs.—With the exception of the Umgeni, Mooi, and Bushman’'s rivers there is no definite
information with regard to the suceess, or otherwise, of the stocking of these rivers.
There is. however, no doubt that the three rivers named carry an abundance of fish. and
it may be stated without fear of contradiction that the Mooi River affords better sport
than any river in the Province, and in few rivers in the British Isles ean hetter sport be
obtained.

The lands abutting on the Mooi River are held by private owners and certain of these owners
have leased their fishing rights to Mr. Singleton. of Nottingham Road. Mr. Singleton. of
course, makes a charge for fishing in these waters, but he has entered thoroughly into his
work, and provides comfort and good sport for his patrons.

The lands on the Umgeni River are also held by private owners. and the Association has up
till now leased their fishing rights over two farms on the Umgeni. and it is being considered
as to whether leases should not be terminated. and so give an opportunity to the owners
of these rivers to undertake the management and the fishing on the rivers.

The Natal Anglers’ Association has the right of fishing over all waters flowing through
Loecation lands for a nominal rental. These rivers include the Bushman’'s and Umsindusi.

There is excellent fishing on the Bushman's River. and there is every reason to believe
that there is trout in the Umsindusi, which is near to Pietermaritzburg and easy of access.

The Secretary of the Natal Anglers’ Association is Mr. J. L. Watson. Pietermaritzburg. who
will gladly furnish particulars regarding the Association to any one interested in its work.



“The Home of the Trout”
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