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There is also a chapter of particular interest today on catching indigenous fish, "the 
Wittevisch" on the fly, plus a photo of a large "bag" of "Wittevisch". Manning wrote, this 
fish, a species of Barbel, and very like a Chub in appearance, runs up to several pounds 
in weight, and is to be found in many of the rivers of the Cape, being particularly numer­
ous in the Breede, which they ascend in packs during the spawning season, the latter part 
of November, and then rising freely to the fly. Dean Impson, indigenous fish expert at 
J onkershoek , confirms that they were Barbus andrewi, or witvis/white fish and although 
scarce through bass and (to a lesser extent) trout predation, they still occur in the Breede, 
where he has caught them on fly. 

I fully concur with Dr Bradlow, when he writes of Trout Fishing in the Cape Colony as 
"A book that makes fascinating reading and leaves the reader with a feeling that we are 
missing a good deal today". 

Dr Bradlow ends his article by mentioning that Mr Manning had intended to publish another 
book, The Golden Rivers of the Western Province, Union of South Africa and How to 
Fish for Trout in Them through Maskew Miller Limited, but despite having issued an 
attractive brochure with order form, Mr Manning was not able to raise "sufficient subsidies" 
to print the book (Shades of today!). 

I've tried to track down this brochure and the manuscript for the book - Dr Bradlow 
wondered whether it had survived - but with no luck. Mike Peacock, ex CEO ofMaskew 
Miller, tells me that unfortunately the early records and archives of the company were lost 
or destroyed during one of their moves from their original central Cape Town headquarters 
to their current Pinelands location. 
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