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able hook is the #20 TMC 2488H that has the same shape and weight as the 2499SP BL 
but has a micro barb. This is a 2x short hook which means it has the effective shank length 
of a normal #22. If you are tying this small, Jan Siman Hype,jine thread in white would 
take up less space than the 17/0 Trico thread which is thicker. 

On colour, Allen says most of these creatures are tan - obviously to aid camouflage in 
their sandy habitat - but he says his white patterns are very close and probably stand out 
just enough to attract the attention of the mullet. 

MC Coetzer cautions against having too much stiff fibre pointing backwards away from 
the bend of the hook as he says this can impede hooking. He suggests rather that the 
material be curved round the hook shank at the back so that it points downwards and that 
it be cut fairly short. 

If, as MC suggests, you are using a four weight rod to cast less than ten metres to sighted, 
fairly poweiful fish in the Cape estuaries, then I would suggest the route pioneered by 
Roger Baert when float tubing for big stillwater trout. Working on the premise that you 
are not casting very far and that short rods are more efficient fish-fighting levers than 
long rods, he uses the six and a half foot Orvis One Ounce two weight fly rod and has 
subdued many trout of close to double figures with this rig. Short rods also cast tighter 
loops than long rods which might be a help in the ever-present wind experienced on Cape 
estuaries. Orvis produces a seven foot,four weight One Ounce which would be my choice 
for a mullet rod, coupled with one of the new ultra light fly reels with sophisticated drag 
systems such as the Water Works ULA Force, the new Loop Evotec Featherweight 2Six, 
the Ross Evolution 1.5, the Bauer Mckenzie M5SL light fly reel or the Old Florida FW234 
fly reel which seems to provide excellent value for the money. Each weighs about three • 
and a half ounces and has a capacity of 80-100 metres of Orvis or Cortland 12-pound, 
dacron backing. Because one is fishing shallower water in the Cape than in Durban 
Harbour, MC uses a floating line. Paul Gregg imports the Evotec reel as well as the 
Monie transparent, weight forward,four weight floating fly line which is ideal for wary, 
easily-frightened fish. 
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