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An Exploration Group Reporn

TROUT
IN THE
BANHOEK
KLOOF

Fig. 1

Looking wn  the Banhoek
K Fowf,

tPhiva: N, Y. Garnetth

fNote: Tront hwd been infrodiced fo e Dhwary Biver .'.I"f.'l'u.l'nr.l'_'. r.lf the Hr'r.l,‘l' FUVEF
svatert aronnd the furn of the centiey, ACH, had fished this viver continuousty in the
iineteen-twentics and thirties, and had experience of the Banhoek Kloof as far ap as
the First Waterfall, There were rainthows, mostly small, all the way up the Dwarseiviers
hoek stretch to that point, and brown tront wp to 3 T, had been taken in the pool ander
the fall, It has afways been tvpicval of the Dwars River that the fewer browns had
figher condition than the plentifud rainbows. In foct the record river-canght brown frev
af B4 6, was cawelr in o pool of this river by phe fete Donald Swan in 1932, The main
paint af inlerest i thix exploration peoject was fo find how foar npstream in the moan-
fain gowge the tront extended. How many waterfalls were there, and did halding pools
pecar gl mp®t)

I."'-I September 1962, Peter Arderne and Jonathan Cornell wenl up o explore the
Banhock Kloof and slept there for & might. They caught four brown and rainbow
trout, the largest a rainbow of 14 Ib., below the First Waterfall, They saw some trout
above that fall. but none in the higher sections. As the result of their report, the follow-
ing project was organised, as if was considered thatl the troufl might have been unable
to surmount several of the waterfalls to resch the hesdwaters, Late in 1953, 350 brook
frout fingerhngs from Jonkershock had been carried up the kloof in metal cans by
junior members, Peter Arderne, Walter Findlayvson and party: but this was really an
incident in the general disiribution of a species, new W the country, o upland waters,
and unfortunately these fish proved to be witerly unsuitable to the climate,
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Skeich map of the Banhoek Valley,

[By: G. Levind

On December 8, 1962, a party of six members, Brian Manning, G. A. Saunders,
David Dickson, Neville Fuggle, Jonathan Cornell and G. H. Godley, carried 600 rainbow
fingerlings up the Banhoek Kloof (in six plastic bags under oxygen). This was reported
in Piscator No. 56, Summer 1962/63, by Brian Manning. The party climbed a steep
slope to the east of the river and followed a path around the contours [or aboul two
miles until the kloof closed in and the stream bed became steeper. They then dropped
down to the river, arriving at a point where trout were still in evidence., Godley and
Saunders then released their fish and the other members: went higher. Brian Manning
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Fig. 2
Banhock Valley.

ipprmldl fin il
{haks by car,

IPRore: M. Y, (sorimenn

and Jonathan Cornell went up above the Fifth Waterfall (fig. 7) and released their fish
in the poal shown in fig. 8. Neville Fuggle went higher, to the fine pool shown m fig. 9,
with his bag. He had first proceeded some way above, bul finding no suitable places
returned 1o the pool to release the trout. No trout were lost in transit on this occasion,

*

It was felt that further exploration should be made of this small and rarely-fished
mountain stremm. now that survivors of the 1962 stocking would be 3+ years old.

On January 28, 1966, G. A. Saunders and A. M. Mackereth made a preliminary
investigation. By permission of Mrs. Austin of the farm “Wenlworth” (formerly
“Dwarsriviershoek™) they approached the river through her property. A farm road
winds through plantations of oaks and then opens up as a rougher track, terminating
at a suitable parking place under two very tall oaks, which also form a useful landmark
when returning through the bush (fig. 2). They found the stream running quite strongly
for midsummer, with water temperature of about 60 deg. F, in the bush-shaded bed. I
was crvstal clear and upstream dry-fly fishing was necessary under the interlacing trees.
Four-inch yearlings were plentiful, and these tried for the fly and larger fish caught
took without hesitation.

Mack Mackereth went up to the First Waterfall, taking four rammbows on the way;
ane of 9 inches, twao of 10 inches and a female of 13 inches, 12 oz, C.F. 34, age 24
yvears with a spawning mark at the 195 winter, One rainbow of about a pound was
hooked and lost and others seen. Bulked stomach contents of the trout included the
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Fig. 3

(. A Saunders ad a ponl in
the lower section of Banhoek
Valley,

Taken on Febrwary 13 19646,
when fhe mounizin  siream
was fowing quite well in ithe
driesi summer for over iweniy
Ve

{Phofp: M, Y, Garpeiil

remaing of lerrestial insecis, parts of |_||'-.1E-;|||r]i.,--,.,_ wings of small ||'|;1_-,.|'|i|_-\1 the claw of a
crab and debris, with plant matter occurring.

On February 13, 1966, G. A, Saunders went with Mr, and Mrs. N. Y. Garnetl up
the Banhoek valley, with the express purpose of obtaining photographs. He caughi
one rainbow of about 10 inches on a dry fly.

o

Fhe next visit was made by G. A. Saunders and Mark Mackereth on February 26,
1966, rather lale in the day. Mark Mackereth went up as far as the Second Waterfall.
but saw no trout between the first and second falis, He took three rainbows from
Iy inches to 13 inches long below the First Waterfall,

*

On March 7, 1966, H, A. Biggs made the trip up the Kloof alone, fishing with the
dry H__-r' He had chosen a good day, and below the First Waterfall caught 21 rainbows,
all of size, and released 18 of them ranging from 9 inches to 12 inches long. The three
he retained were 13 in. 13 oz, C.F. 3K {age 24+ vears), 11 in., 10 oz, C.F. 48 iage 24
years) and 10 in., about 8 oz, (age 1+ years). He saw no trout on this sccasion between
1h!: First and Second Waterfalls: but he want higher (definitely above the Second. for a
mile or so) and clearly saw two rainbows of about 16 inches and 18 inches long, but no
fish in runs between pools. Unfortunately these longer trout would not take a fly. o
we might have got something linkable with the 1962 stocking. -
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Fig. 4

The First Waterfall,
The upper Dwars River haos
n normal stock of brown and
rainbow trowi up to this fall,
which hod a cresi of six feet
phove the pool in moderate
flow wfier the rains late l&
March, 1966,

{PRhiwar: H. A B'"—F"I

Fig. 5§

The Secomd Waterfall.

{Photo: H., A, BEgEs)

A further trip was made on March 18, 1966, by G. A. Saunders, Mark Mackereth,
John Saunders and Jeffrey Knock.

On this occasion Mark did take two trout between the First and Second Waterfalls.
4 female rainbow of 11 in., § oz, C.F. 39 {age 2+ years), with spawning mark at 1963
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Fig. &
The Third Wateriall,

(Phaerer: H. A, DBEEs)

winler, and a female brown of 124 in,, 12 oz, C.F, 39 {age 2+ wvears), with developing
ova, The siomach of this brown contained terreshial food items, winged ants, bugs and
beetles, and several dragonfly larvae, He went well above the Second Waterfall and
suw one fish there, In the low stale of the stream, spring sources were evident in the
bed in shallow pools, the water boiling up in bubbles and feeling very cold. The flow
in the upper section of the river was good, although downstream towards the farming
area most of the Mow disappeared into an irrigation furrow, G, A, Saunders took one
rainbow of 12 in., 8 oz, C.F. 31, on dry fly, contaiming a small crab

Aller ecarly rains on March 22nd, Mark Mackereth, Tony Biggs and Geoll Godley
made another assault on the valley on March 27, 1966. They started in the moming
in misty weiather, but heavy rain set in again in the afternoon and they finished up
soaked through. In the meantime Mark Mackereth and Tony Biggs pushed on upstream:
Mark working up to the Second Waterfall. Tony Biges went up with rod and camera
as lar as he could under the deteriorating weather conditions.

He reported that the First Waterfall had a crest of about 6 feet above the level
of the pool below, in a moderate flow. He passed in all five waterfalls, but did not
photograph the Fourth Waterfall which he thought could be discounted as a fish barrier
The other four waterfalls and some of the higher pools are shown in his series of
photographs. He lost a trout of between 14 1b. and 2 1b, above the Fifth Waterfall,
which smashed his cast on ils second dash, again an unforfunate loss for this
investigation '
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Fig. 7

The Fifih Waierfull.
iThe Fourth Waterfall is maoil
shiown as it is discounted as
u fish barrier.)

iPhoroi H. A, Brgeal

Fig. ®

Poasl above Filth Wailerfall, Hriun
Manniong amd Jomwihon Comell re-
lemsed thelr fish here In 1962
Tony Biges losi a trooi of beiwesn
1L Ih. and 2 Ib, in this pool on
March 22, 1966,

Plheio: M, A, Blggs)

T'ony Biggs caught four trout between the Second and Fifth Waterfalls as follows :
A brown male, 104 in., 8 oz, C.F. 46, age 14 years. This fish was packed with food,
containing dragonfly and damselfly larvae, many terrestial winged insects. tadpole
remains, and. most interestingly, a black-cved Gammarus “shrimp” (Gammarus nigro-
culay) A mountain-siream form. A bBrown female, 11 m., 11 oz, C.F. 50. also with
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Fig. 9

The jop pool reached by
Tony Higgs on March 27,
1966, when no iroul were seen
i thiks  Beeseuialul paniel, whilch
ix five o =ix feel deep.

Meville Fuggle released  his
irowi here in December, 1962,

{Phawiar: H. &, Bizpsh

Fig. 10

Looking wpstream from  ihe

hank above the pool shown
in Fig. 9.
Taken on o rainy afiermman.

[{Phore: H. A Bipgs)

full stomach, age 2+ years. Two rainbow males, 10} in, 6 oz, C.F. 36. and 114 in..
8 or. C.F. 34, had badly eroded scales, but were 2+ years old, ie. nearly three vears.

Lower down, Mark Mackereth caught two rainbows of 10 and 11 inches, and Geoff
Godley one of similar size. The water temperature was 53 deg, F
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Fig. 11

Two hrown trowl and wo
rninbows, taken above the
Second Waterfall on March
27, 166,

iPhato: H. A. Baggs)

The stock of trout in the upper river, above the First Waterfall, 15 definiely lower
than below that fall. although there are some excellent poals.

Fig. 12

Hunlhioek
Klool. The
upper rieaches
and waterfall
area in ihe
midille
distance.

[ Pt
H. AL Miges)
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