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AN EXPLORATION GROUP REPORT

THE MIDDLE ELANDSPAD

The Camelhead Pool, looking downstream, This photo-
graph brings us closer to the country outlined in the
igsh stocking expedition, and underlines the challenge
of the wrrain of the upper end of 1the Middle Ebandspad.

Pl g i ok b %, Semepen amed A | Ml

HE report by Alan Yates in Piscaton Mo, 38 describing the Lower Elandspad up o
ihe Barrier Falls, was a very detailed and informative piece of work. With this as
aur starting point a group of us decided to explore and report on the middle section

The trip was made during a weekend in May. 1961, when the river was low, This
is an important pre-requisite to a traverse of the Elandspad kloof, for the river winds
thn'-uy;h very sieep and mountamous country, Had the level been a few feet higl‘u:r
it would have been impossible to keep to the river bed for any distance al all and we
wauld have been forced to negotiate most of the journey on the steep and rocky sides
of the gorge itself. This factor, coupled with the great “drop” of the river as ul wends
its way to the lower section. makes the Middle Elandspad a strenuous proposition !

six of us started from the main road on a Friday morning and reached the upper
Elandspad after five hours’ walking along the overland route through Phesantekraal and
aver the Arrowhead, which is very well marked by cairns ol stones.

We reached the Elandspad via Grassy Basin by following a very small tnibutary,
and proceeded to pass two small and very dark-looking pools s we moved upstream
along the right-hand bank. On reaching Dew Camp at the foot of Camp Pool—fifty
feet long—we decided to “brew up”, Camp Pool, which 15 in shade for most of the
day, was very dark indeed, due no doubt to the preseace of il rmiet.

Dew Camp, just about level with the water, is immediately below Camelhead Pool.
To pass this 200 fr-long stretch of water it is necessary to climb high up on the right-
hand bank as the ravine here narrows to sheer rock on both sides. Just past Camelhead
Pool are the two Pot Pools and Kremlin Falli—the latter named because of the rock
formation on the left-hand bank!

Pofadder Pool is further up the river after one has passed above a bushed reach on
the right-hand side, This pool (60 ft. long by 40 ft. wide) has a comfortable camping
place on the right-hand bank, which we hope will now be guite safe for human habita-
tion since its guardian has been dispatched. This was as far upstream as we went

Next morning we set off early and moved downstream from Camp Pool. The river
quickly became impassable, due to the abundancy of bush and reeds through which
it ran. We climbed up on the south bank as high as ‘possible, but even on the slopes
there were bushed reaches. Kevin's Dilemma was an especially thick growth! Here
the bush and reeds were growing well over six feet high. After this we moved gradually
down 1o the river, which was still wending through bush, and reached the water just
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Unie of the Por Pools, ar the upper extpeimils
of the Middle Elandspad. The Por Falls can he
seen In rthe middle Highl il 1 hae -|_1I-'|.;||“Hm|-_|.l1.
The pealagical *-l'lr!n'|ﬂr'll|1 to the Pothole Pools
in the Lower Elandspad will be noticeable to

all  readers familiar with this river sysiem.

past Kinglisher Pool. Here the Elandspad s remarkahly like the Witels, It runs guickly
through steep Kloof walls and was at last beginning to clear. The long reach from this
paint to Boulder Pool—where we had an ecarly lunch—was easy going.  Along this
stretch fas also above Dew Camp) we saw no sign of piscatoral life, although the
kKingfisher we saw at the pool named for it suggested the presence of fish, assuming
that the bird 15 a better fisherman than we!

{ine [J‘Iil‘l|._! we did nohice, however, was that the goang was geiling progressively
worse. The mountains were becoming steeper atl the side of the river, which itself was
beginning 1o lose altitude perceptibly, and we had to be more careful in negotiating
our way lrom stone (o stone, MNotwithstanding this we had to press on as guickly as
wi could, singce Junction Pool (below Barrier Falls) seemed an alarming distance awuy
considering the few hours of dayvlight left @0 us, And it was as well that we did*

From Boulder Pool onwards the rocks became larger, the sides steeper and rockier
and the river stronger. Just before Chimney Pool the river diverged into two streams
inside & huge basin which converged again to present a difficult and dangerous section
until we reached Wade Pool. Here we kept to the north bank and at the confluence
saw the river fall ten feet into Chimney Pool. The route was on the right-hand bank
and we found a ||:|:|g|: |E:ﬂ.|i|‘|;..';_ rhmu;h o chimneyv. Afier paEssing our packs [i1|._:.|_|;11|-|
this—and following them—we carried along another ledge, slowly descending to the
level of the niver,

Al this pomnt we came o HL'ihhnlrl_.}tl:' Pass, Here the river runs through a canvon
with |5 It high boulders sticking out of it a few feet apart. The water was flowing
strongly and we chose the lesser of the two evils and staved on the right-hand bank
This pass is 50 ft. above the water and is reached by climbing up a boulder. dropping
81t 1o a thin earth ledge and then walking along a path of bush and fern

There are a considerable number of pools and swims in this delightful but difficult
sechion of the Elandspad,

After traversing Helshoogte there is a steep rock face, and we climbed up this as
high as possible. At the end of this traverse we moved down towards the river again
and came across a 15 fi. waterfall, In a dry winter this may present a barrier to fish,
but there is evidence that in the wet season the river rises much higher than its summer
level. A tributary joins the Elandspad, just after these falls,
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This photograph, looking upstream to the 1948
-.Tnfkini area damd the commoen wartershed of the
Flandspad and the Holsloot | was taken just before
the g expedition reached “RKevin's Dilemma™,

After the tributary we came to o narrow pool which was obviously a swim. [his
was impossible to navigate as there was no place to blow up our Lilos and launch them
into the river. Onece again we climbed up the right-hand bank and circumnavigated a
corner in the rock to reach Crevice Crawl, above Crevice Pool. This is a niche in the
rock, going into it for about 6 ft. with less than 2 fi. headroom. and the whole 1s 80 ft
in length. It descends slowly to about 8 fi. above the river. Crevice Pool 15 aboul
2% [ deep at the head, but shallows at the tail

Here we came to the river level again and walked along the bank until we came 10
Wade Pool, From Wade Pool to Barrier Falls the going was easier and we made guick
time 1o the upper limat of the 1956 expedition. By this time 11 wis getting dark and
we had 1o start looking for a camp site. Fortunately we found a dry ledge just before
Cascade Pool. The next day we set off early once more and reached the mamn road just
as a thick mist was coming down,

To compare the Middle Elandspad with the Witels leaves the Efandspad second
best. It is infinitely more dangerous and difficult, and this s especially true of that part
of the river between Chimney Pool and Wads Pool, At that peint to keep to the river
would be worse going than even Cascade Ravine and we certainly do not recommend
it to anyone moving upsiream. The north bank is the lesser of the two evils, even il
one is walking on brush and fern fifty feet above the river. So far as fishing is con-
cerned, | should say that it would be extremely difficult in this sector to approach the
water, There is also a dearth of camp sites from Kingfisher Pool to Junction Poal.
This can be especially annoving if the end of the dav comes too soon, as it did with us!

*

(1 have spadied the above reporl with exsreme interest, and congrufulisie Fraser Ssmpsoen
and Anten Nel and their friends on a very well done piece of exploration work, They
originally suggested to me that the sector they have deseribed should be called the “Upper”
Flandspad. but 1 have decided that a more correct description would be “Middlke™. On their
short venture upsiream from the point at which they struck the river (the sume poinl ol
entry as that chosen by the December 1958 stocking party-—see Piscator No. 44) they
pirrned back belore they resched the Upper Barrier Falls. There 15 a considerable stretch
of water ahbove the top falls, and | think that it is this that must await the appellabion
“Upper™

In charting the route through the middle of the kloof, however, Simpson and Nel have
done a valuable piece of rescarch work, We are n long way from being finished with the
Middle and Upper Elandspad, and much present thoughl s being given to the advisabelity
of restocking it with “browns” jin terms of the acidity of the higher sections ol the klsafll
This means that many more parties will visit this fascinating piece of country in the Tuture,
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A member of the 1960 expedition, Me. Y. Wilson,

is seen here at the head of a pool reached imme-

diately after traversing “Helshoogte Pass™, The

party moved on by climbing over the rocks on
the right side of the pool.

When Colin Kisch and 1 found the Lower Barrier Falls in Movember 1956, we reporicd
our trip with a general wirning that the Middle Elandspad Kloof was no place for the
noviee! dmpson and MNel have endorsed this warning and have, ar the same time, given
us o useful idicwtion of some of the difliculties which have to be overcome, amd the routes
by which the 1961 expedition overcume them.

It was o pity that they did pot have more time For fshing in the general arca of the
1958 stock planting. but | have been on far too many of these ab initio irips 1o blume them
for this, With an unknown stretch of dangerous country o traverse the prime instinet is

rightly! 1o press on, and | am quite sure that the work done by F. and 1. Simpson,
A. L Nel, K. Gill and M. Wilson in the Middle Elandspad in May 1961 will be the founda-
tion of many hours of pleasure for others whoe will follow in thess foristeps — &Y |



